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G AND ELEVENTH STREETS

Diver Captures German U-Boat,
His Weapon a Monkey Wrench

Story of Sea Warfare Narrates Bluff Message Rapped On
Hull of Sleeping Submarine, which Made Her Rise
and Yield to Waiting Destroyer—Duped

Captain’s Language Awful.

By JOHN R. BALDERSTON.

London, Dec, 18 —Probably forty Ger-
man submarines—no one outside the
grand fleet and the admiralty knows
the exact number—have been destroy-
&d or captured by the sileat watchera
of the English seas since the Von Tir-
pits “blockade™ began., ten months ago.
In ‘not one instance have the details
of how a U-boat Was entrapped been
officially announced, not even since
the dwindling number of German sea
terrors- and the transfer of most of
those that remalin to the Mediterranean
have practically ended the peril in
home waters

The natural result of this policy of
rilence has been an avalanche of ru-
moras. For every submarine entrapped,
it Is safe to say there have been ten
by word of
mouth specifying some entirely dis-
Lfpet method which has caught, or is

descriptions circulated

" catching, U-boats by the dozen. Bome

of these reports are true. Most of them,
chyiously, are not.

Teld For Its Face Value.

The story told below iz the best of
the crop. It has been submitted to the
suthorities, and neither confirmed mnor
denied, and I give it as T heard it, and
In the words of the press censor here
when he passes copy for publication,
“take no responsibllity for the correct-
ness of the statements made” It was
told by a sailor from a German sub-
marine, now a prisoner in England, to
4 British official, and the fact that I
have recalved permission to repeat it
may indicate that ‘1t 4s not true, or
that the trick deséribed was worksd
under circumstances so unusual that
there (s no possibility of its ever hap-
péning again.

After & voyage of ten days from
Wilheimshaven, the German sailor ssid,
the U-27, on bher malden voyage iIn
enemy waiers, found her first prey In
a tramp steamer off the coast of Ire-
land. A patrol boa! whs soon seen on
the horizon, scuttling along at her
maximum speed of seven knots or so,
and since patrol boats carry wireless
the Teuton “caplain-lieutenant” In
charge knew destroyers would wsoon
be on the scene He gave orders ac-
cordingly to make for s shallow bay

whare other submarines in the past
had lain hidden on the bottom wuntil
danger had passed.

Hid Off Kinsale Head.

The sailor did not know the name of
this bay, but he described a headland
running Into the sea, with a town
and harbor nearby. and the descrip-
tion fits Courtmacsherry Bay, on the
western side of the Old Head of Kin-
sale, and the possibhié rendesvous of
the submarine which sank the Lusi-
tania only a few miles away. The
eastern side of Hook Point, near the
town and harbor of Waterford, may
also be the place referred to.

The U-27 “slept” on the bottom,
some forty feet below the surface, all
that night and half the next day, and
in spite of the artificial measures
taken to maintain the supply of oxy-
Een the strain commenced to talLéw
instruments on board recorded |
presence of ships & to and fro,
the throb of the propellers of destroy-
4rs above could bes constantly heard,
and the captain knew the British were
aware of hizs hiding place. Soon an
attempt must be made to credp some
miles away, rise for air, and try to
submerge again before a shell from
a4 destroyer should bring the new
ship’s career to an untimely end.

“Suddenly,” the sailor sald, “I hesard
& sound of a chain rasping along our
keel. None of us spoke. We all thought
we knew what had happensd. We had
all heard stories about the English
traps set for our boats that go out
and do not return, and it seemed that
we were caught by a chain, although
how trawling could be carried out at
such a depth we cowidn't guess.

Heard Strange Rapping.

“The officers gave no orders, for
what was there to do but walt? Then
cams & sitrange noise. a rapping on
the hatch. It was repeated over and
over, and sounded liké & man driving
4 rivet into a steel plate in a ship-
yard.

"The torpedo mate ran into the en-
Fine room, where the captain-lieuten-
ant was, and they came out together,
talking in low volces, while the rap-
ping continued. The mate climbed up

with his shoe, the rapping outside
commenced again. “You fools, It Is a
diver,” =aid the captain. The mate
took out a notebook, and commenced
to write. Once he rapped again with
his shoe, interrupting the nolse from
outside. Apparently he asked for
something to be repeated which he
bad falled to catch. Then the rapping
began again.

After what seemed a long time to
the awe-stricken sallors, the nolse
stopped, and the mate, still standing
on the hatchway, read to the caplain
& message something llke this, as the
sallor sald he remembered it:

Telegraphed a Warning.

“Mine fixed In your hull connected
to destroyer. 1f yon move sideways
to escape it will bhe exploded. Rise
immediately and surrender.,”

It seems a short message to take
many minutes to rap out by the Con-
tinental telegraph code, which the
mate, it happened, knew, But the dif-
fleulty of making the most simple
movements under water, “when in a
diving suft, may have hindared the
emissary from above from papelling
out his - -message a# rapidly as Qe
dould have done it in n telegraph of-
fice, or perhaps the mental strain on
the listening sailors malde one min-
ute seem like ten.

The mate rapped a few times in
answer, and then held a very short
and agitated conference with the cap-
tain, '"We crowded abopt, for we had
heard, apd we would not have per-
mitted any other answer than the one
the herr captaln gave,” sald the nar-
rator.

“Tell him I surrender,”

sald the

later
face, the men piled out on deck:
A few gards away was a desitroyer.
Her gun crews were ready for the
command to blow U-3T7 out of tRe wh-
ter. Except for this little diffienlty,
the German might have stuttled away
in safety. For there was no mine fas-
temed to her, And as the Germans sul-
lenly looked across at the amiling tars
around the guns and at other sallors
lowering a boat to receive them, they
saw, hauled over the side of the war-
ship, the diver who had bluffed them
fnto surrender.
Used & Monkey Wreach.

He had a monkey wrench in one
hand, with which he had rapped out
his blood-curdling summons on the
hull of the U-27, and, in the other,
was = piece of chaln two feet long
which ha had rasped along the Ger-
man's side to make the inmates believe
his message.

The story must stop here, for the
rest of it, through no activity of the
censor, cannot bp printed. It conaists
of awe-stricken attempts by the Ger-
man narrator to reproduce the lan-
gucge which he says his commander
used in the next five minutes, both to
his men before being taken off his
craft and to the English officers who
recelved him on thsir own.

(Copyright, 1n4.)
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Friday, January 14th Is the Day Set
for the Closing of the Perkins Shop

That gives me just eleven days to hustle out the balance of this stock—and

stock ifor which the Perkins Shop
pxu’ are emergency prices.

give you the most striking sample of a rushing finish

With the 14th of January as a fixed date—I have no other course left open
than to slash right into the already deeply reduced prices and cut them still
lower—for every dollar’s worth of merchandise must be turned into cash now.

I will make it intensely interesting to you to supply any wardrobe need, not

the future. Just keep in mind the character of the

h?o been famous—and remember the present

W. C. Alexander, -Tnntee.

All $30 and $40

Suits and Overcoats . ... $15

There are still some of every size—and every one is a desirable style.

Tuxedo Coats

Sizes 38, 42, 44, and 46.

$30 and $35 $14.50

Gradgs A 2 A
Fancy‘Shirts -

Percale and Madras; Soft and Stiff Cuffs.
Sizes. 141/ to 17V,

Capend $200 85¢

Full Dress Gloves

White—and in Sizes 7 and 7'/% Only—But a Bargain.

$2.00 and $2.50 9 5 c

Grades
Night Shirts
Muslin and Flannel.
$1.00 Grade .
$1.50 Grade .

L . L

58¢c
85¢

Full Dress Coats

Sizes 36 Regular; 40, 42, and 44 Long.

Bt $16.50

Full Dress Suits

Sizes 36, 38, and 42.

He $21.50

Grade

Bath Robes

Many Patterns to Choose From.

$6, $7 and $8 $2.95

Grades . .
Raincoats
Both Rubberiz.cd and Crlvenetted—A“ Sizes.

% Price

Sweaters
The Kind You Want for Golfing, Etc.
$3.50 Grade . . $1.75
$5 and $5.50 Grades . $2.50
$7 and $8 Grades . . . $3.50

Grades
Full Dress and Street Vests

$7.00 $9 955

$6.00 and $7.00
Underwear

Grades .
Wool, Wool Mixed, and Cotton.

fldg 5150 79

-
. L]

Pajamas
Madras, Muslin, and Flannel.

$1.50 and $2 Grades . 85c¢
$2.50 and $3 Grades . $1.35

e Holiery
b Lo nd S
| 25c and 35¢ grades. ... 19¢|50¢ Silks
|
|

- Perkins Exclusive Neckwear - -

Suspenders

The Gems of the Season— Gold Mounted.

28¢c $1.00 Silks . . 55¢

SO0cgrade............36¢c e 2 4 for 9100 : R VS TR iy (.ol ias
| $1.00 grade.......0 35 $1.00 Knit Silks . . 36c $2.00 Silks . . . . 95c|Repuiar 50c makes. ... 28¢
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